
Read Write Inc. Phonics 
Parents’ Meeting
Set 1 Sounds



What is phonics?

Sounds ai

Graphemes – ai   ay   a-e

Digraph (special friends) e.g. ch, th ng



English alphabetic code

• 44 sounds

• 26 letters

• Over 150+ graphemes (letter combinations)

One of the most complex alphabetic codes in 
the world.



Speed Sounds Set 1 – one way of 
reading/writing



Pure Sounds (ruthmiskin.com)



Name the pictures



Teaching letter formation



What can I do?

1. Use pure sounds, not letter names

2. Practise reading sounds speedily -

‘review, review, review’

3. Use the handwriting phrases for writing only



Fred games and Fred talk throughout the day

Shall we have some

What would you like to

Let’s put on your

l-u-n-ch?

p-l-ay?

c-oa-t.



Sounds + Blending = Reading



What can I do?

1. Speak like Fred throughout the day

2. Play Fred games

3. Use ‘Fred Talk, read the word’ to read words



Free Video Tutorials (ruthmiskin.com)



Online resources available

Ruth Miskin Parents’ Page:

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/

Ruth Miskin Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education

Free e-books for home reading:

http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/
https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/


When will my child bring home reading 
books?

We use a synthetic phonics approach to teaching reading. This method ensures students 

first develop a correct understanding of the reading process, before they begin to read 

simple phonic based texts.

Therefore your child will only bring home readers after we have ensured they can:

• quickly and accurately recognise the sounds of the alphabet (not the name of the 

letters) that have been taught

• blend simple sounds to hear the words ‘they make’ e.g. “p-i-g makes pig.” “b-u-s 

makes bus.”



When will my child bring home reading 
books?

- Practise sounds

- Blending book

- Reading for pleasure book



Listening to your child read

Children should be able to read all of the words in their book.

If they hesitate, remind them to read the word using ‘Special Friends, Fred Talk, read the 

word’.

For example, this means they spot the ‘sh’, then Fred Talk and blend to read the word e.g. 

sh, sh-i-p, ship.



Red Words

Some words are ‘tricky’ because they contain letters that don’t match the sounds the child 
has been taught.

For example, ‘said’ has ‘ai’ making an ‘e’ sound.

We teach these common exception words as red words (they are commonly known as 
sight words).

In the early Storybooks, these words are printed in red text.

Remind your child not to use Fred Talk to read Red words but instead to stop and think. Tell 
them the word if needed.



Any other questions


